
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper for Cambridgeshire County Council 

on behalf of The Cambridgeshire Educational Trust 

8th May 2018 
 



Context 

The proposed Godmanchester Secondary Academy is an 11-16 mixed school with four forms of entry.  The suggested opening year for the school is September 2020 for 
students in year 7.  The remaining year groups will fill up in subsequent years with the school being full in 2024.   

The Department for Education’s property company LocatED are currently searching for suitable sites for the school.  One suitable site has been found however the 
application to change the designation from employment to education would need support from the Local Authority.  Other searches continue currently. 

Godmanchester Secondary Academy will be a part of the Cambridgeshire Educational Trust.   
 
Cambridgeshire Educational Trust believes in realising the potential of all of our students and families by running schools that are at the heart of their communities.  The lead 
school for the Trust, Chesterton Community College, is currently the 14th secondary school in the country based on the progress made by all students (current DFE league 
tables) and is rated as the top secondary school in Cambridgeshire by the Real Schools Guide.  The trust prides itself on its innovative approaches to teaching and learning; 
we know that our creative pedagogy leads to successful learners. We believe that it is a trust’s role to support and challenge partner institutions to achieve the very best 
results that they can for all students; we have proven systems that we know can be implemented successfully for the benefit of all young people. 
 
Community Engagement 
  
As part of the DFE Free School Pre-Opening phase we have carried out a range of community engagement activities in order to establish the local community’s opinion on 
the proposed school.  These activities have included: 

• Leaflet drop 
• Features in local press 
• Drop-in information event 
• Mailing list to receive updates 
• Electronic enquiry form 

Electronic Enquiry Form 
 
51 people used the electronic enquiry form to register their interest and or to make the comments below: 

• Having a secondary school built in Godmanchester is the best news ever. 
• It is 100 percent good news for all of the Godmanchester residents, and will be such a positive step in the right direction. 
• They should of built a secondary school last year instead of building another primary school, it is a shame it will will take a couple of years!  
• Can it be built sooner?  Next year maybe? The sooner the better for many families : ) 
• I would like to take this opportunity to register my interest in applying for a post at GSA in the future as I live in Godmanchester and would very much relish the 

exciting opportunity to be part of a CET Academy, working hard to build an outstanding school for all pupils in the community. 
• Fully in support of this wonderful proposition and happy to contribute to any discussions/working groups regarding this if needed. 
• Will it be open in time for my 9year old to move up in a couple of years? We live in GMC. Both my husband and i dread the thought of her attending 

Hinchingbrooke School.  



• I cannot support a local secondary school any more than i do....  YES PLEASE. 
• My son is currently in Year 2 and this is a development in Godmanchester that we are especially keen to see happen on the future. 
• Bringing a Secondary school to Godmanchester is Pure happiness and me and our 3 children pray that it is approved. I can not see any valid reasons why anyone 

should appose such a move. We look forward to hearing more and sending my children to our local higher education. 
• I am really interested in the CET's proposal for a secondary school to be built in Godmanchester. As a resident of Godmanchester with a 2 year old son and a Vice 

Principal of a secondary school in Peterborough for another trust, I would like to know more about the proposed school. 
• My children are currently entering foundation in Godmanchester, so it's early days but I'm interested in finding out more about the proposed secondary please. It 

would be great to have another option here. 
• I do not believe there is a need for a Secondary Academy in Godmanchester. 

 
Drop In Event 

• An informal drop-in information event was held at Godmanchester Bridge Academy on Tuesday 20th February 2018, 3.30-7.30pm. 
• Approximately 200 people attended across the 4-hour event. 
• The format of the event was an informal opportunity for members of the community to meet the Cambridgeshire Educational Trust team and to ask 

questions/make comments about the proposed school.  No formal presentation was given in favour of personalised conversations with individuals 
• The visitors introduced themselves as: parents with children in Godmanchester Primary Schools, local residents, town council members, Councillor Peter Downes 

and the Headteachers of Hinchingbrooke and St Peter’s Schools. 
• 90% of those who attended the drop in event were in favour of a new school in Godmanchester.  The repeated reasons for wanting a secondary school were: 

o Concern over sending children to the large institutions of Hinchingbrooke and St Peters which would only need to get bigger to cater for everyone. 
o Concern over size of the two existing secondary schools where parents had children with additional needs or a vulnerability. 
o High quality education provided by Cambridgeshire Educational Trust – reference to league tables and Outstanding OFSTED report. 
o Prospect of shorter travel time for families. 
o Prospect of a secondary school at the heart of Godmanchester community. 
o Close links with three feeder primary schools enabling continuity from 5years -16years. 

• 90% in favour all wished to join a mailing list in order to receive regular updates about the school and were exceptionally keen to form a support group. 
• 10% of those who attended had concerns regarding the proposed school or were not in favour.  The reasons for the concern/lack of support were: 

1. Question over whether there was demographic need, without which the new school would impact on numbers at Hinchingbrooke and St Peter’s. 
2. Concern that a new school would lead to further housing development in Godmanchester which some local residents are opposed to. 
3. Concern over viability of a new school in terms of curriculum and finance. 

• The concerns above can addressed as follows: 
1. Need has been identified by the Local Authority so there would be no adverse impact on the other schools. 
2. The 4FE school is set to cater for the current primary schools in Godmanchester and no more. 



3. The curriculum and financial viability of the school is set out in this document and has been scrutinised by the DFE.  There are small schools across the 
country which provide an outstanding education, Parkside School in Cambridge is an example of similar sized school to the one proposed which has long 
delivered a fantastic education for its community. 

Curriculum 
 
Led by its ethos and values, the Godmanchester Secondary Academy curriculum will be outstanding; students will study a curriculum of exceptional breadth and quality 
just as they do at Chesterton Community College and across the Cambridgeshire Educational Trust. 

Students in the Cambridgeshire Educational Trust leave us extraordinarily well equipped both academically and personally for life in modern Britain and as global citizens.  
Students at Godmanchester Secondary Academy will have the same experience. 

Below is an example of a timetable for students in the first three years at Godmanchester Secondary Academy which shows the breadth of the curriculum that would be 
offered from day one.  Such a breadth can be achieved in the early years by working in partnership with Chesterton Community College. 



Below is a typical timetable for a student in the first three years at Godmanchester Secondary Academy.                     Before School 

Before school sessions afford students access to 
additional subjects and qualifications not available in 
in the main curriculum. Recent examples of additional 
subjects available within the Trust include: Latin, 
Spanish, Sociology and Astronomy. 

Tutorial 

Tutorial periods consist of an hour per week 
(3x20mins) of PSE provision. A day remains for 
assemblies and the last for a variety of tasks and 
activities including careers and enterprise education, 
reading initiatives etc. 

Lunchtime 

The time afforded to lunch is sufficient to run a rich 
extracurricular program. This allows student to take 
multiple extracurricular courses during the week. 

Period 7 and 8 

Period 7 and 8 provide opportunities for additional 
consolidation, additional courses to be studied and 
access to a full and rich extracurricular programme. 

 



A closer look at the curriculum 

All subjects are approached with an emphasis on mastery and consolidation with each element building on the next in order that students build up a body of knowledge, 
experience and skills that prepare them not only for public examinations but also to enter the adult world as skilled individuals able to question and participate fully in the 
world around them.  

English  

In English at KS3 students have the opportunity to develop reading, writing and oracy skills which prepare them for further study at KS4. They also study a range of 18th -21st 
century literature (fiction and non-fiction).  The programme of study is supplemented by a wide range of experiences such as theatre trips, visiting authors and storytellers 
and national competitions.  The KS4 English curriculum is largely set by the requirements of the examination boards however faculty leaders and staff work hard to engage 
with the requirements in creative and innovative ways. 

Maths 

The maths curriculum embraces the mastery approach by: making use of mathematical representations that expose the underlying structure of the mathematics; helping 
children to make sense of concepts and achieve fluency through carefully structured questions, exercises and problems; blending whole class discussion and precise 
questioning with intelligent practice and, where necessary, individual support.  

Science 

In KS3 science students study all of the required topics across biology, chemistry and physics as recommended by the national curriculum.  In addition, they study a range of 
enrichment topics designed to engage and excite students in the world of science for example, robotics and forensics.  Science teaching is supplemented by a range of 
enriching opportunities such as enrolment into local and national competitions and students taking part in schemes such as the Isaac Physics mentoring scheme.   

Arts   

Outstanding Arts provision is at the heart of our core provision at Key Stage 3 taught by fully qualified specialists in each of the areas.  Students study art, music and drama 
every week using a variety of pedagogical approaches.  By the end of Key Stage 3 we expect students to have an appreciation of the contribution the arts make to enriching 
their lives.  Students are encouraged to participate in at least one extra-curricular activity whether it is learning an instrument, taking part in a production or studying for 
the Arts Award.  At Key Stage 4 students will be able to study a GCSE in all 3 areas as well as photography and music technology.  

Humanities   

One of the highlights of Humanities course is learning outside the classroom allowing students to explore the full range of topics in creative and fully immersive ways. 

Languages   

We recognise the importance of students learning at least one additional language and for others to learn several.  To this end we ensure that all students learn a modern 
foreign language at Key Stage 3 and the most able students an additional language.  Those students who wish to study more languages are able to do so as part of the twilight 
curriculum.  Latin is an optional after school course for those who wish to study it.  Students have the opportunity to take part in exchanges to France, Spain and Germany.  



Beyond the classroom 

As a Trust we believe that education extends far beyond the classroom.  As the traditional school timetable draws to a close each day an extended day up to 5pm (and 
sometimes beyond) is filled with a myriad of extra-curricular opportunities including optional: sports, drama, music, book and film clubs, cooking and more, alongside the 
opportunity to study for extra qualifications.  In addition to optional activities there are also directed sessions as part of the extended day for targeted students.  These 
sessions enable students to gain help with homework and 1:1/small group tutoring for a range of subjects. 

Transitions 

A young person’s educational journey from 5-18 is central to their success in life.  The 11-16 phase will only be effective if it is well placed between the other phases.  In 
order to achieve this within our Trust we have a number of initiatives in place.  These include: 

• Working parties with colleagues from local primary schools; 
• Development of Head of Year 7 and Assistant Head of Year 7 posts to oversee transition between Year 6 and Year 7; 
• Regular transition projects for year 6 pupils including reading challenges, sports events and much more; 
• Development of KS2 /3 specialists within the teaching teams; 
• Deployment of staff to teach regularly at feeder primary school in the following areas: MFL, English, maths, PE, music; 
• Strong links with subject partners at local Post 16 colleges; 
• A dedicated Post 16 preparation day for all year 11 students at the beginning of year 11; 
• A dedicated Post 16 evening for all parents and student including representation from all local post 16, apprenticeship and employment training centres; 
• Post 16 taster sessions throughout KS4; 
• Employment of an impartial guidance advisor; 
• Regular visits/talks/workshops from businesses and employers. 

 
Community 
 
Cambridgeshire Educational Trust believes in the power of life long education and also in families learning together.  To this end, Godmanchester Secondary Academy’s 
curriculum would extend to opportunities for the whole community to learn and develop skills through day, evening and weekend courses.  The Trust would also replicate 
some existing opportunities such as families studying together after school for a GCSE in Astronomy or families borrowing sets of books in order to host a family book club. 
 

Financial Model 
 
The financial viability of the proposed school is paramount.  The financial has been carefully calculated using the DFE financial guidelines and submitted to the DFE as part of 
the application to open Godmanchester Secondary Academy.  As part of the application and interview stages, the financial model was scrutinised by the DFE and the agreed 
viability contributed to the school being placed in the pre-opening phase. 
 
 
 



Summary 

1.  Godmanchester Secondary Academy will be a part of the successful Cambridgeshire Educational Trust committed to providing an outstanding education for the 
Godmanchester community. 

2.  The 4FE school is based on robust financial modelling. 
3.  In partnership with Chesterton Community College, a broad and inspiring curriculum can be offered from day one. 
4.  Godmanchester has an exceptionally engaged community who are passionate about education for their young people and are committed to supporting a new 

secondary school in the town. 
5. Leaders of Cambridgeshire Educational Trust would be very happy to present further information regarding Godmanchester Secondary Academy to the committee 

and/or discuss with Education Leads directly. 
 


